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Ladies & Gentle men
It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the city of Abuja, the Nigerian national capital. Between the 4th and 15th May 2009, the DAAD, University of Applied Sciences in the city of Osnabrueck and the German Rectors Conference in cooperation with Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Addis Ababa University and Moi University, Eldoret, Kenya organised the DIES International Deans’ Course for Africa in Osnabrueck and the wonderful city of Berlin, the German capital. Within the 2 weeks programme, the 30 African University Deans and University administrators of various cadre coming from about 9 countries were drilled in the dynamics of Higher Education Management. At the end of the programme the participants all agreed that Deans Course should be adopted in various countries for all those involved in Higher Education Management. Part of the requirement for participant is the participation in the Parts II and III which are follow ups of the initial course in Germany. Today the Part II program for the West African participants is taking off in Abuja. Participants are expected to bring along a description of their work situation and to develop a personal action plan (PAP). The milestones of our PAP were to be monitored by distance coaching and a short national workshop in the region (Part II). That is indeed being flagged off in Abuja today with participants from Ghana, Cameroons and Nigeria. Other participants are those from Ethiopia and our sponsors and trainers from Germany.

This particular program on Higher Education management could not have come at any other time in Nigeria than now. In the past few months there has been a serous industrial crisis in our university system. That posed a very serious challenge to higher education development in Nigeria. We are happy that the issues at stake are being handled at different levels of governance. At this point we wish to thank the President & Commander in Chief, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yardua for his statesmanship and democratic values for negotiating with ASUU, the Hon Minister of Education and NUC ES for their interest in revolutionizing Higher Education in Nigeria.

This speech will not be complete if I fail to mention the contribution of German government and agencies in educational development of our various countries. The International Deans’ Course is one of the first of its kind organised by any foreign government for African university administrators. The contributions of DAAD and Alexander von Humboldt (AvH) in Human Capacity development of our Universities and Research institutes cannot be wished away. We also acknowledge their help in Books and Equipment donations to their fellows and their institutions. All these are to sustain the high standard of education and scholarship that we imbibed in Germany. In all these we remain very grateful.
PROF. DR. CHARLES A. IGWE

Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Nigeria, Nsukka/

COORDINATOR, 2009/2010 West African Regional Working Group.
1

